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Calendar of Events
July/August - No general meeting or
Board meeting.
Next Board Meeting: Wednesday,
September 12, 7 p.m.
Next General Meeting: Tuesday,
September 18., 7 p.m., $5 members, $8
guests; Encino
Community Ctr., 4935 Balboa Blvd.,
Encino;
Presentation: Julie Snyder
Modest Fly Show: November 14
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President's Message
by Teri Starkweather

We

are embarking on a new and
exciting chapter for our organization
this summer. We have applied for
our name change to California Art
League with the state of California.
We should be receiving our papers
certifying our name change soon.
We have also started setting up our
new website. Instead of using a
webmaster where we have to pay for
every addition or change, we have
decided to use Wild Apricot, which is
a website for groups and is perfect for managing and
keeping records of our membership. Our new website
address is: http://californiaartleague.wildapricot.org/. We
are still setting up our pages, so it is not complete.
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Reece Holland has been doing a lot of this work after I set
up the original design for our new CAL website. Reece has
been very valuable in getting our membership loaded into
the site as well as taking over our newsletter design. We
will be able to send our newsletter to our membership
from Wild Apricot as well as have members pay dues
through PayPal. We also can keep current records of
members. The site will eventually provide a way for
members to join from the site and add all their personal
information.
(Continued on p. 2)
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CAL Board 2012-2014
President
Teri Starkweather ........... Teri@teristarkweather.com
1st Vice President Exhibits
Marian Fortunati ..........marian@fortunatifineart.com
2nd Vice President Programs
John Paul Thornton . johnpaulthorntonart@yahoo.com
3rd Vice President Membership
Ken Ronney ....... (818) 996-1630; kronney@aol.com
Secretary
Bryan Fair......................... bryantfair@hotmail.ccom
Treasurer
Trice Tolle.................................. tricetolle@aol.com
Communications Chair
Lisa August.....(818) 882-8517; augstudios@aol.com
Correspondence Chair
Marie Thomas .............. marielinda@dslextreme.com
Exhibit Committee
Norm Beal .....................................(818) 344-9241
Ken Ronney ....... (818) 996-1930; kronney@aol.com
Exhibit Location Chair
Shula Singer Arbel ..................... shulinka3@aol.com
Exhibit Location Committee
Debra Hintz .........................debra@debrahintz.com
Small Group Exhibit Location Co-Chairs
Rita Hamilton ....................hamiltonpictures@att.net
Ken Ronney ....... (818) 996-1930; kronney@aol.com
Teri Starkweather ........... Teri@teristarkweather.com
Historian
Norm Beal .....................................(818) 344-9241
Hospitality Chair
Barbara Schwartz ............. louisandbarbara@aol.com
Mailing Chair
Dorothy Shepherd ........... ladypainter71@yahoo.com
Newsletter
Reece Holland ........................ gr-home@pacbell.net
Newsletter Proofreading Chair
Barbara E. Jones .................... bjones2796@aol.com
Photographer
Veronica Stensby...................vezzosa@earthlink.net
Barbara J. Schade ............ bjstudio28@sbcglobal.net
Publicity Chair
TBD
Web Liaison
Barbara Tabachnick .............. btabachnick@scun.edu
Members at Large
Terry Romero Paul .................. romeropaul@aol.com
Donna Geist Buch ............. geiststudio@earthlink.net
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President's Message
(cont. from p. 1)

As it stands right now, if I go to the website as a
non-member and click on 'directory', a list of all of
our members comes up. If I click on a member, their
name will come up with a "send message" option in
order to contact them; however, if I am a member
and log on to the site and click on another member in
the directory, I am able to see their addresses, phone
numbers, etc. Ken will provide a list of those people
who didn't want any of their personal information to
show to other members and we will make that
private. No personal information is available to nonmembers.
Also, members can load images of their work once
they have set up their sign-in with a password. Once
we get that set up, every member will be able to set
up a personal portfolio of art for everyone to see.
We will be working on this website over the next two
months and will notify the membership when we have
everything bug free and set up.

Location, Location, Location!
This year, California Art League (CAL) (formerly VAG)
has exhibited in several new venues. This has been
an exciting development in the growth of CAL. It is
important, as artists, to get our work “out there” and
to show in a variety of galleries. Our Exhibition
Location Chairperson, Shula Singer Arbel, is always
looking for new exhibition spaces and you can help in
this process. If you see or hear of a gallery or
alternative space that may be suitable for our
purposes, please send an email to Shula at
shulinka3@aol.com with the contact information.
She will do the research and follow up.

Painting is just another way of keeping a diary.
Pablo Picasso
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Photographing Your Artwork
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by Donna Geist Buch
Photographing your artwork is a must for today’s artists. Not only is it a record of your artwork, but
crucial for submission into galleries and exhibitions. It is also a tool for advertising art. Your artwork
is your calling card. Almost all galleries look at digital images, they do not look at actual artwork. Our
organization is requesting that all artists entering exhibitions have their artwork photographed prior
to take in.
Many of our upcoming exhibitions will require either photographs or jpeg images, especially because
of travel distance to galleries. It is good to be prepared ahead of time. If you are looking for a
photographer, call a board member as they may be able to assist you in your search. If you have an
image, but are unable to burn a disc, there are several cost effective places that will burn a disc for
you, such as Costco or Walgreens.
It’s always best to photograph your work prior to
framing. Glass or plexi-glass reflects light like a
mirror and is not good for photographing. Basic
guidelines for your photographed artwork are:
 Images should have proper representation of
actual color. Avoid photographing your artwork
near objects or walls with intense color that
would reflect into your image. Neutral
backgrounds work best.
 Proper light exposure is critical when
photographing. If you do not have professional
lighting equipment, then try to photograph
your work in natural sunlight. However, bright
sunlight is not best. Generally, early morning
or before dusk, helps to avoid unwanted
shadows, glare, or white-spots.
 Images should be lined up properly, so that
square or rectangular artwork remains square
or rectangular of the image. Make sure your
artwork is flat against a surface and level.
Work should be photographed with a tripod,
but if you do not have a tripod, stabilize the
camera as best you can. Try putting your
elbows on a table or a chair-back to help
stabilize the camera. Check your viewfinder
before snapping the photo, to assure that you
are lined up correctly.
Pictured is artwork by Donna Geist Buch, entitled: Every
 Insignificant background behind the artwork
Niche and Cranny, which sold at VAG's Summer Exhibition
should be cropped out.
Most digital cameras take jpegs by default. Use the highest resolution setting and the largest photo
size when setting your camera. When photographing art, turn off your flash. It will create hot spots.
File size can be reduced after the photo is taken to meet submission standards. Working from a
larger file is always better than working from a smaller, lower resolution file. You will have a better
quality image. Working from a smaller file will cause a decrease in quality of the image when making
it larger.
As professional artists, we should be representing our artwork in a professional manner. Not only
should the art be prepared properly for hanging standards, we should be keeping archived images of
our artwork.
820960.1 -- 30000.0116
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Member News!
Rita Joyce participated in a juried show entitled "Art Matters" at the Huntington Library
Museum on May 5-6.
Teri Starkweather is showing at Art-A-Fair art festival in Laguna, California, Booth A17, from
June 29 to September 2. Teri also participated in a group exhibition called "Biennale Artists" at
LMNT Gallery in Miami that ran from June 7-26.
Marilyn Stempel's 12 piece solo installation entitled "The CMYK Project," is showing from June
5-July 3, 2012, at the Madrid Theatre located at 21622 Sherman Way, Canoga Park, CA.
Barbara Tabachnik's work will be showing the entire month of July on 'The Wall' at The Coffee
Fix located at 12508 Moorpark St., Studio City, CA.
Stella Singleton-Jones exhibited her abstract stone sculptures at the Pre-MTV and Pre-Oscar
Awards events. Stella also exhibited for Direct Buy on June 23.
Dorothy Shepherd has three Chinese Brush watercolor paintings accepted into the Fallbrook
Art Center Artists Guild Inaugural Exhibition located at 103 S. Main St., Fallbrook, CA. The show
runs from July 15-August 12, 2012.
Richard Herd has six paintings showing at Lela/i Gallery in Little Tokyo located at 333 S.
Alameda St., 2nd Fl., Los Angeles. The show runs through July 14. Richard also had two
paintings juried into the Collage Artists of America Exhibit entitled "Transformation" at The
Burbank Creative Arts Center Gallery. The show ran from June 8-28.
Beth Summer's work is showing during July at Imagine on Main Street, Micelle Nosco's new
gallery located at 540 North Main St. in Ventura, California. Beth will also be doing a palette
knife workshop at the gallery on August 24, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. The cost is $50 including
lunch. Everyone is invited!
Trice Tolle had her painting, "Rows Upon Rows" juried into the 2012 International Society of
Acrylic Painters 15th Annual International Open Show. The juror was Katherine Chang Liu. Trice
is a signature member of ISAP. The show will be at The Showroom Gallery, Paso Robles Art
Association, 1130 Pine Street, Paso Robles, 93447

We are also very proud to announce that Donna Geist Buch and
Erella Teitler sold paintings at the Summer Exhibition at Whites Art,
Framing & Restoration Gallery!
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! If anyone has news of shows they are
participating in, workshops or lectures they are giving, please let us know. We are also
looking for great quotes from artists, art-related stories of interest, a review of an art
book or exhibit you attended or a how-to article about an art technique, etc. If you have
a submission, the deadline is July 15 for the August newsletter. Please submit to
Reece Holland at gr-home@pacbell.net.
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June 19, 2012, General Membership Meeting, Guest
Speaker Juliana Martinez
By Terry Romero Paul
Photographs by Veronica Stensby
Where to start? If you missed the general meeting on June 19 you missed a very impressive
guest speaker.
Not just because she is capable of creating glorious ceramic art installations, embellished
furniture and more, but also because of her amazing personal story. She grew up in Puerto
Rico participating in the family business, the circus! She said she was hanging upside down
until she was nineteen.
I think this gave her a very different world perspective. You can see this special viewpoint in
her imaginative and colorful children’s wall mural and bench in downtown Los Angeles called
“Nature’s Symphony” or her magical ceramic mural in Chinatown’s Yale Terrace.
She says that her life has been a series of being at the
right place at the right time. Juliana said, “I can be in my
house and opportunities come to me.” Possibilities come
to her because of her magnetic personality, humanitarian
heart and pure joy for life. She did not go from the circus
to a thriving career as a Los Angeles artist. She endeared
heartbreak with the death of her husband while very
young and she raised her three children alone. She moved
many times always keeping her art at her center. Her life
lessons paid off because she has been referred to as a
“celebrated and cherished Los Angelina treasure” by our
own Los Angeles Mayor, Antonio Villarigosa.
For more of Juliana's art visit her website at:
http://www.julianamartinezart.com
Below: CAL members admire two intricate works
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Art Studio Secrets
Six Tips for Painting Creatures’ Features
by Marjorie Sarnat
1.
Outside Rounds
When painting humans and creatures keep in mind that body parts,
including facial features, have outside round curves. Your figures will
appear more lifelike by following this principle.
2.
Bright Eyes
High contrast makes eyes appear shining and alive. When painting any eyes, use the darkest
black in your painting in the pupil and the purest white for the highlight, placed side-by-side.
Apply thick white in a horizontal stroke to catch light and enhance the effect.
3.
A Nose for Art
When painting noses, don’t put black inside the nostrils, even if they look very dark. Keeping
nostrils lighter puts more focus on the eyes, optimizing emotional appeal.
4.
Blushing Artist
Try real blush applied with cotton to put cheek color onto a watercolor figure. Blush blends
easily and the colors are natural. A bit of blush on animals’ ears adds cuteness.
5.
Painting the Two-Lips
Lower lips usually catch more light than top lips; consider warm colors with yellow and white.
The top lip usually has more shadow; consider warm neutrals with red. Use dark warm colors for
linear shadows between lips.
6.
The Tooth Be Told
It’s difficult to make teeth look natural. If you must paint them, use white toned with gray violet
and warm white for highlights. Paint teeth darker as they curve front to back, away from light.
Keep shadows between teeth blurred and light.
Of course, these tips are generalities. Many factors influence style and color choices, and each
painting requires its own expression.
Marjorie’s current book, 151 Uncommon and Amazing Art Studio Secrets, is available in paperback on amazon.com
and barnesandnoble.com. It’s also available for ebook readers in the Kindle, Nook, and iBook stores.

(Outside Rounds)
Leonardo Da Vinci knew the secret of drawing life: every
contour is an outside round. In this drawing, the curves
are sometimes subtle and may appear to be concave,
such as the chin line on the model’s right (our left). On
careful examination it is drawn by a series of outside
rounds
820960.1 -- 30000.0116

(Bright Eyes)
Although this stylized painting uses black elsewhere in
the painting, it shows pure black pupils with the whitest
white highlights adjacent, creating an illusion of shining
eyes.

Page 7

The Creative Edge

July 2012

Summer Exhibition Winners
Congratulations to Everyone!

L-R: Gregory Radionov, Terry Romero Paul, Janet Papkin , Erella Teitler (2nd Place), Joe Marino,
Yona Rapoport (Ist Place), Barbara Zager Schwartz, Jenelle Song.
Absent: Lisa August (3rd Place). All winners except 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Places received
merchandise awards.

June 2012 Mini-Show Winner

Our next show is November 14, 2012 and will be taking
place at The Modest Fly Gallery located at 7578 Foothill
Blvd., Tujunga, CA 91042
Please look at the prospectus attached to this
newsletter.
Mark your calendar with the following dates:
Oct. 15, 2012
Oct 29, 2012
Nov. 12, 2012
Nov. 14, 2012
Nov. 17, 2012
Dec. 15, 2012

Deadline for Images to
be RECEIVED
Notification of accepted
work
Delivery of Accepted
Artwork (Monday 3 to 6 pm)
Show opens
Reception: (2pm to 5pm)
Show closes: (2pm to 5pm)

PICK-UP: Saturday, Dec. 15, 2012, 2–5 pm.
Debra Hintz
820960.1 -- 30000.0116

Works left beyond the scheduled time will be subject to
daily storage fees.
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Sponsor Services
We would like to thank all of the generous sponsors of California Art League.
Helping keep art alive in California!

If you would like to become a sponsor reaching over 150 CAL member artists and their
colleagues, friends, and associates, by promoting your creative products and services, it’s easy
and inexpensive.
Contact Trice Tolle at 818-345-1671 or tricetolle@aol.com.
820960.1 -- 30000.0116

The California Art League
Small Works Show and Holiday Sale at The Modest Fly Gallery
RULES OF ENTRY
Show runs from November 14 through December 15, 2012. (Entries due 10/15/2012)
ELIGIBILITY: Open to all CAL exhibiting members whose dues are current. All media are eligible except video, film,
photography and giclees.
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: A maximum of four entries per artist. Entries must be recent original works. No class or critique work
done under the guidance of an instructor is eligible.
1. Entries must not have been exhibited in a previous CAL (or VAG) show and must be suitable for viewers of all ages.
2. Maximum length acceptable is 18” in height or width including frame. Work must be dry, appropriately framed and ready
to hang. Screw-eyes and wire must be attached for hanging with the wire peaking at approximately 2 inches below the
top of the frame. Works using hanging brackets will not be accepted if over 14”. Sculptures have their own selfsupporting pedestals. All two dimensional work must be properly framed and under Plexiglas. Glass is acceptable for
pastels only. Unframed canvas must have edges painted.
3. Jpg entries must have your last name and entry letter included in the jpg name.
4. Entry forms for accepted work should be completed and signed prior to take-in.
5. Entries cannot be removed from a show prior to its closing. Early removal of any work may result in the artistʼs
disqualification from subsequent shows.
LIABILITY: The California Art League and The Modest Fly Gallery assume no responsibility for loss, theft, damage or
destruction of entries during exhibition. All entries will be handled with the utmost of care.
SALES: No changes in price from entry form will be allowed. All art must be available for purchase. A 30% commission will be
retained by The Modest Fly Gallery on sales.
FEES: $30 for up to two entries and $5 additional per piece for a maximum of four entries. Checks must be made out to the
California Art League and mailed in before work is accepted to be juried. All entry fees are non-refundable regardless of
acceptance into exhibition.
AWARDS: 1st Place $200, 2nd Place $150, 3rd Place $100 and
Merchandise awards
ENTRY PROCEDURE:
*Selections will be made by digital images (jpgs) (Please refer to
article written by Donna Buch in the July CAL Newsletter and
on our website if you need help with photographing and
formatting your artwork)
*Submit up to 4 artwork images – (may be sent in one email).
*Each digital image should be formatted as follows:
 Do NOT include the frame in the image
 300 ppi
 Jpg size 2MG or less (<1920 pixels on longest side)
 Label each image as follows:
Your last name_entry letter (eg. Fortunati_A)
 Call Marian (818) 342-4601 for questions
JUROR: Jason Dowd (http://www.jasondowd.com)

o Oct. 15, 2012
o Oct 29, 2012
o Nov. 12, 2012
o Nov. 14, 2012
o Nov. 17, 2012
o Dec. 15, 2012

Deadline for Images to
be RECEIVED
Notification of accepted
work
Delivery of Accepted
Artwork
(Monday 3 to 6 pm)
Show opens
Reception:
2pm to 5pm
Show closes
2pm to 5pm

PICK-UP: Saturday, Dec. 15, 2012, 2–5 pm.
Works left beyond the scheduled time will be
subject to daily storage fees.
Entry Check List:
__ $30 to $40 check payable to CAL
mailed to Marian Fortunati – CAL Exhibit Chair
3944 Rock Hampton Dr. Tarzana, CA 91356
__ jpg images properly formatted and
labeled as described above.
__ Completed entry and notification form
__ Self Addressed Stamped Envelope
if no email address (for notification card)
820960.1 -- 30000.0116

EMAIL ENTRIES TO:
CAL Small Works Show
via email:
marian@fortunatifineart.com
DELIVER ACCEPTED ARTWORK TO:
The Modest Fly Gallery
7578 Foothill Blvd.
Tujunga, CA 91042

Small Works Art Show and Holiday Sale
at The Modest Fly Gallery
Entry and Notification Form
Agreement: Submission of these artworks if accepted by the Juror, shall constitute an agreement on the part of the
artist to comply with the conditions in this prospectus.
Artist:

Artistʼs Signature _______________________________________

Address: __________________________________ City_________________ State _____ Zip ________
Phone:_____________________________________Email address: ____________________________________
A.. Title:___________________________________________________HxW(xD):___________________________
Media: _________________________________________________ Price: _________________________________
B.. Title:___________________________________________________HxW(xD):___________________________
Media: _________________________________________________ Price: _________________________________
C.. Title:___________________________________________________HxW(xD):___________________________
Media: _________________________________________________ Price: _________________________________
D.. Title:___________________________________________________HxW(xD):___________________________
Media: _________________________________________________ Price: _________________________________

Do Not Cut Here

Applicants will be notified by email.
Provide SASE if you do NOT have an email address.
California Art League Small Works Art Show and Sale at the Modest Fly Gallery: Nov. 15 – Dec. 15, 2012
Artist ___________________________________________________________________:

SEND ENTRIES TO:

CAL Small Works Show and Holiday Sale
marian@fortunatifineart.com
MAIL FORMS AND CHECK TO:
Marian Fortunati – Exhibit Chair
3944 Rock Hampton Dr.
Tarzana, CA 91356
820960.1 -- 30000.0116

California Art League
P.O. Box 16035
Encino, CA 91516-6035
www.californiaartleague.wildapricot.org
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