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Brunch and Demonstration October 18th at The Blinn House 

Demonstrating Artist America Martin: 

AMERICA MARTIN is an internationally represented Colombian-American fine artist 

based in Los Angeles. America is a painter and a sculptor. The magnetic pull of Martin’s 

work is authentic, generated by both her ability to express a unique gesture that speaks 

to a universal truth (thus, we recognize it instantly) and her exceptional skill at rendering 

that truth via the human form. She pulls from the stylistic lessons of the classics and its 

derivations in indigenous subject matter, while redefining what it is to combine abstract 

and indigenous motifs.  

Martin’s art and personality encapsulates a sense of enthusiasm and hope. While born 

in the USA, the roots of America’s Colombian heritage deeply penetrate her work. 

People are Martin’s dominant subject. They are large in size, vivacious and accessible, 

and seem to burst out of the limits of each canvas or sculpture. Within this pulsating 

interplay of color, texture, line, and shapes, there is always America’s signature 

expression that identifies each work as an America Martin.  
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Current Show: 

 

 

The Winners Are: 

 

        
 

Best in Show: Gregory Radionov, “Right To Bear in Arms”  

  

First Place: D. Wynne Nixon, “Dora’s Secret” 

 

Second Place: Diane Nelson Gold, “Glory-Cliffs of El Matador Beach, Late Afternoon” 

 

Third Place: Victor Schiro, “Inyo Mts from Lake Diaz, Lone Pine” 

 

 

 

 

 



The Creative Edge                        Newsletter                         

September 2014 

 

3 | P a g e  

 

 

 

Merchant Award: 

 

          
 

Lynne Fearman, “The Long Ride Home” 

 

Norm Beal, “Proud and Free” 

 

Roraback, “Paris, Montmartre” 

 

Honorable Mentions: 

 

           
 

Caroll, “Elusive Memories” 

 

Margie Murray, “Antique Rose” 

 

Barbara Tabachnick, “Taormina” 

 

Richard Wynne, “Sunflowers-Thailand”. 

 

Congratulations! To all the winners and thank you to everyone who entered. The exhibit 

is another wonderful example of the excellence and highly varied works of our artists. 
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Messages from our President – Ken Ronney 

President’s Column 

 

Time is running out!  CAL will cease to 

exist as an active club in its current form 

on January 1, 2015 unless members 

volunteer to serve on committees and 

board of director positions. 

On December 31, our exhibits chair, 

Marian Fortunati will step down, after 

three years in that position.  Without an 

exhibits chair, we will stop having 

exhibits.   Our treasurer, Trice Tolle is 

stepping down after 11 years as 

treasurer.  Without a treasurer, we 

cannot operate.  Our membership chair 

has resigned due to health problems.  I 

have temporarily taken on that job, but I 

will not continue to handle membership 

after December 31st Our webmaster 

position is also open.  Our Secretary, 

Ginger Linden, has volunteered to take 

on a second club job of newsletter 

editor, at least on a trial basis.  Our 

Publicity Chair, Karen Stanol has kept 

her position even though she moved to 

Florida a few months ago.  Distance 

from Los Angeles is not an obstacle to 

taking a committee position.  Finally, we 

need a historian.  That position has been 

vacant for several years. 

CAL has been in existence for almost 70 

years.  We have been awarding prize 

money at each art exhibit, to a total of 

nearly $4,000 per year.  We have a 

substantial amount of money in our 

bank account.  We have quarterly 

general membership meetings in 

conjunction with a Sunday brunch and 

a demonstrator.  But no one wants to 

help make this all happen. 

Most of our administrative tasks have 

been computerized to minimize 

member’s time to carry them out.  We 

let OnlinejuriedShows handle practically 

all the paperwork associated with 

exhibits. Our web site manages the club 

roster with simple data inputs from the 

membership chair. 

I’ve been asking for help since 

becoming president at the start of this 

year, with no one willing to take on 

these tasks.  The time commitment for 

each is about 1 to 2 hours per week 

during busy times, then little or no work 

during slack times.  We will train you to 

handle each of the jobs.  The positions 

require computer competence and a 
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commitment for a two year term of 

service.  

 There will be compensation for the 

efforts:  starting with the 2015 

membership year, active committee 

chairs and board members’ 

membership dues will be waived for 

each calendar year they serve.   

Please contact me if you could handle 

one of these jobs, or will assist the 

committee chair.  Many hands can 

make light work of a large job. 

Ken Ronney, President 

Tel 818 998-1630   e-mail:  

Kronney@aol.com 

 

Seven Members elevated to Exhibiting Member status 

At our August board of directors meeting, the exhibit committee reviewed the works of 

seven of our Associate members to determine if they should become Exhibiting 

Members.   Since we are accepting “long distance” members, we felt the members 

who didn’t live near the San Fernando Valley should have the opportunity to jury-in 

using digital images on-line.  This was very successful.  Four of the seven who 

participated submitted digital images of their work.    The other three brought their 

works to our jurying-in. 

All the members who participated demonstrated a high level of competence and 

artistic talent.  All were elevated to the status of Exhibiting Member and can enter all 

CAL exhibits.  The list below gives us an idea of the variety of art submitted, and the 

artist’s home city.   Congratulations to each of you! 

Shant Beudjekian Dana Point, CA Plein air landscape on-line 

Jackie Knell Claremont, CA Impressionist paintings 

in 

person 

Cheryl 

Schoenberger Whittier, CA Figurative paintings 

in 

person 

Mara Segal Los Angeles, CA 

Collage…acrylic and 

paper on-line 

Lanny Sherwin 

Santa Barbara, 

CA Animal paintings  on-line 

Jackie Steimke Glendale, CA Fused glass pieces 

in 

person 

Silvio Silvestri La Quinta, CA Portraits & landscape on-line 

 

We make every attempt to have a jurying-in session before each major exhibit to give 

our associates every possibility to enter as exhibiting members.   The next jurying-in will 
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be in October, well in time to enter our December exhibit at the Blinn House.  All 

associates will be invited to participate. 

CAL Changes exhibit frequency at Blinn House 

For the last year, CAL has been on a four-exhibits-per-year schedule at the Blinn House.  

For our prolific artists, this has been a boon.  However, the downside is that this busy 

schedule is killing our small staff of volunteer workers.   

To remedy the problem without letting the Women’s City Club of Pasadena down, CAL 

has successfully contacted the Pasadena Society of Artists which has agreed to 

alternate exhibit dates with us.  PSA has been in business for over 90 years, but presently 

they do not have a Pasadena venue to hold their exhibits. 

After discussions with their president and approval by their board of directors, they 

agreed to participate in the alternating-exhibit program with us.  Starting in March, they 

will have a 3-month exhibit at the Blinn House.  We are scheduled for the June exhibit. 

There are about a dozen CAL members who are also members of the PSA.  Their group 

has about 200 members, slightly more than CAL.  This should be a good collaborative 

effort.  We get a reduced work load, they get a Pasadena venue, and the WCCP (Blinn 

House) continues to have quarterly change outs of fine art in their historic clubhouse. 

Valley Arts Alliance Gallery hosts First Open Exhibit 

The first art exhibit at the VAA Tarzana Gallery and Arts Center will be an Open exhibit 

“No Boundaries” with entry dates from August 25th through October 5th.  The exhibit is 

being put on exclusively by the Valley Arts Alliance.   

John Paul Thornton, one CAL’s past presidents and well known art historian, educator 

and speaker will be the juror.  There will be a $500 prize for “Best of Show”, plus 1st, 2nd, 

and 3rd cash prizes, plus Honorable Mentions. Total cash prizes will be $950.   

The exhibit is open to all visual artists working in all media who are able to hand-deliver 

their artwork at take-in.  The entry process will be on-line, and entry to the exhibit and 

judging will be by your submitted digital photos.  Large works will be accepted. 

See the prospectus for full details.  

http://www.onlinejuriedshows.com/Default.aspx?OJSID=335  

This is not a CAL show, but we support the VAA and believe you will enjoy participating 

in the first exhibit at the brand new gallery space. 

http://www.onlinejuriedshows.com/Default.aspx?OJSID=335
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Calendar of Events 

At The Blinn House: 

Saturday October 18, (Food service starts at 11:00, Demo starts at 12:00) 

Brunch and Demonstration with America Martin 

 

Friday September 26, 9:00 -11:00 am  

Take down and pick up of Summers Past &  

Take in for The Gold Medal Show, “All That Glitters” 

 

Saturday October 4, 2:00-5:00 pm, (Awards presentation at 4:00) 

Reception & Awards Presentation for the Gold Medal Show, “All That Glitters” 

Friday, December 6, 9:00-11:00 am 

Take-down and artwork pick-up for the Gold Medal Show, “All That Glitters” & 

Take-in for the winter exhibit 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

Member News 

Linda Stelling 

Has a one woman show entitled “White Skies”  

Schomburg Gallery, at Bergamot Station 

Show runs from September 3-October 2, 2014  

Reception September 6th from 4-7. 

 

I also have four pieces in the show “Treasured Memories” at La Gallery Gitana, 

one of which sold at the opening.  

   This show runs from August 23-October 18, 2014  

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Anna T. Kelly 

      

 

“Waiting to be Watered” 16x20” & “Low Tide” (sold) 
Oil paintings by Anna T. Kelly 

 

Current show of Anna T. Kelly: California Art Club Gallery 

at the Old Mill, 1120 Old Mill Road, San Marino, CA91108 

 

Endless Summer 

 

May 6, 2014- September 7, 2014 

Hours 1-4PM, every day, closed on Monday 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________ 

 

“The job of the artist is always to deepen the mystery” 

- Francis Bacon 

______________________________________________ 
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Norm’s Corner 

By Norm Beal 

 

In his “The White Goddess” Robert 

Graves explained the role of the Scholar 

and the Scientist as being the seeker of 

the truth. Consequently the strengths of 

the arts in a society serve as a telling 

measure of its freedom, illustrated 

through the exercise of free expression. 

One of the first whispers of demagogy 

or tyranny in any form begins with the 

erosion of free speech and expression in 

any form. And at any level of society! A 

people who fail to understand this, risk 

the loss of both. Yet the arts in our 

society are commonly, if not 

prevalently, viewed as merely 

entertainment, a frivolity within the 

scheme of serious human activity.  

Not long ago during a gathering 

of art-minded individuals, the role of the 

Arts as a measure of freedom within a 

society was mentioned. This was 

received with mild derision, based upon 

the myriad of arts thriving within even 

the most repressive groups. Such a 

response was surprising coming from 

such creative people. The issue in truth is 

indeed the freedom of expression. Of 

course it is true that some of the arts 

may exist or even thrive in such an 

environment. But what are the ordained 

boundaries, and what punishments are 

promised to any violators? 

The destruction of the Great 

Library of Alexandria ordered by 

Theophilus in 391AD was a direct assault 

upon free thought and expression, and 

stands among the great intellectual 

catastrophes in history. The Council of 

Trent in 1545 edicted that all arts should 

support the Church and must conform 

to ecclesiastical teachings, directives 

enforced by the Inquisition. Once in 

power, one of the first initiatives taken 

by Adolph Hitler was a wide spread 

abolishment of any art which he 

considered “decadent”. “The Will Hays”  

code of 1934 resulted in losses in the arts 

and cultural expression that can never 

be known, but certainly go far beyond 

depriving us of never seeing Doris Day 

and Rock Hudson in bed together. The 
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HUAC and McCarthyism stifled free 

commentary on human affairs for nearly 

a decade.  

Human history is rife with 

examples of the continuing struggle 

between authority and free expression, 

dating from at least as far back as 

Homer. His lessons, as expressed by  

Euripides and Sophocles have never 

been surpassed. In spite of often horrific 

silencing efforts, commentary and 

criticism on the state of humanity 

continue to provide us with a host of our 

most revered masterpieces in the arts.  

History, if not common sense, 

strongly suggests that any movement 

claiming to be “in support of the arts”, 

that does not address one of “The Arts” 

primary social roles, may achieve some 

measure of progress, but risks doing so 

at the price of its soul.

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rea Nagel 

Tuesday September 2 

I will be doing a watermedia painting demonstration for 

the San Fernando Valley Art Club at Encino Community Center 

 6:45 p.m. program & demonstration 

4935 Balboa Blvd, Encino. 

Come watch the show and get excited about painting! 

______________________________________________ 

 

I also have two paintings at: 

The Topanga Canyon Gallery  

120 N. Topanga Canyon Blvd. in Topanga.   

Gallery hours are Wed thru Sunday 10 to 6pm 

______________________________________________ 

 

I also have a painting from Lone Pine California painted with the Henry Fukuhara 

Painting Group honoring those people who were in Manzanar during WW11,  

This painting is at Cal State University Dominquez Hills 

in the University Library Gallery 

 1000 E. Victory St. Carson, CA   

Thru December 16.   

The reception is on Thursday Sept 4, 6 to 8 pm 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Sharon Weaver 

 

       
  

Left:  Moonrise Over the Canyon,  Right: Pacific Paradise 
 

I will be showing my paintings inspired by a plein air trip to Canyon de Chelly along with 

five other artists including Marian Fortunati, 

October 11 through November 8 

At Segil Gallery, 110 West Lime Avenue in Monrovia, CA.  

The reception is October 11 from 5 to 9 PM. PAC6 Painters (Painting Across the Country) 

is dedicated to painting the beauty and grandeur of the American landscape.  

Look for the PAC6 ad and article in Southwest Magazine. 

 

I will be showing new paintings at: 

Art, For Heaven's Sake!, the Inland Empires’ Premiere Art Fair  

October 17, 18, & 19.  

The event is at 168 Bellevue Avenue in Redlands CA.  

The opening gala is Friday October 17th from 7 PM to 10 PM. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tricia Kaman      

Tricia Kaman’s oil painting Martha’s Mother will be on display at Allied Artist’s 

100th Anniversary Show. The show runs from Sept 4th-Sept 14th at the Salmagundi 

Club in New York City. 

Tricia Kaman’s painting Dreadlocks won the "Art Times Award" at the Salmagundi 

Club's annual Non-Members Exhibition. The show, which features her paintings 

“Dreadlocks” and “Floral Gift,” ran from July 28th- August 8th. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Diane Nelson Gold       

 

Diane Nelson Gold has works in "Wavelengths," a coastal themed exhibit  

At Malibleu Gallery, 21201 Pacific Coast Hwy, Malibu (at Las Flores Canyon, 

in the Consentino's Center)   
https://www.facebook.com/MalibleuArt 

https://www.facebook.com/MalibleuArt
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Shula Singer Arbel 

 

       
 

 

Solo show, "Vista Series--Abstract Landscapes" currently at M Street Coffee & Gallery,  

13251 Moorpark St., Sherman Oaks, CA 91423. 

The show runs through September 17th 2014 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Shant Beudjekian 

 

I am at the present showing my work (Ceramics and Paintings) in San Diego in 

Solana Beach area called the Cedros District.  

The name of the store is “Leaping lotus”. 

 

I am also accepted into 2 Juried competitions: 

 The Irvine Fine Art Center in Orange County. 

The theme of the exhibition is 2014 All Media. 

 

 Also a juried exhibition is still going on at the 

Carlsbad Oceanside Art League, in San Diego. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Maura Segal 

Is showing two mixed media pieces, which won 3rd place at the 

Fresh Art 2014 show, through the Marin Society of Artists. 

Dr. Stephanie Hanor, director of Mills College Art Museum in Oakland, juried the show. 

It runs from September 13-October 12 at the Marin Art & 

Garden Center located at 30 Sir Francis Drake Blvd, Ross 94957. 

 

Lynne Fearman 
 

Will be doing a demo of painting on black canvas 

For Simi Valley Art Association 

 September 18th. 

Simi Valley Library, public meeting room 

Map is available at: http://www.simivalleyart.org/meetings.html 

2969 Tapo Canyon Rd, Simi Valley, CA 93063 

Phone:(805) 526-1735 

______________________________________ 

http://www.simivalleyart.org/meetings.html
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Nancy Kempf          

“Sunlit Path” is on exhibit at the La Jolla Art Association. 

Nancy Kempf exhibited at La Jolla Art Association for six weeks this summer.  Her 

painting "Sunlit Path" will be hanging through mid September.   

Nancy sold three paintings during her two month exhibit at the Café Merlot in the RB 

winery in San Diego.   

She completed a commission of the La Jolla coastline for a young couple celebrating 

their fifth year anniversary.   

She is going to participate in a 30 paintings in 30 days starting in September.  You can 

view them on her website www.nancykempffineart.com. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Link to the 2014 Gold Medal Show Prospectus “All That Glitters” : 

CAL2014GoldMedalshow.pdf 

 

 

 

  

http://www.nancykempffineart.com/
http://californiaartleague.wildapricot.org/Resources/Documents/CAL2014GoldMedalshow.pdf
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SSppoonnssoorr  SSeerrvviicceess  

We would like to thank all of the generous sponsors of California Art League.  

Helping keep art alive in California! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


