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When	our	CAL	president,	Ken	Ronney,	asked	me	to	write	something	for	the	newsletter	about	our	
upcoming	show,	“Art	In	A	Free	Society”	I	was	flummoxed.		I	am	the	exhibit	chair,	but	this	theme	and	
our	joint	venture	with	the	ACLU	was	his	inspiration	–	hoping	to	bring	in	more	members	for	CAL	and	
further	strengthen	our	group.			

So	here	goes.		This	exhibition,	juried	by	renowned	artist,	Jim	Morphesis,	is	widely	
diverse	in	subject	matter,	medium	and	message.			I	think	Morphesis	did	a	great	
job	of	being	inclusive	especially	
considering	the	extremely	large	
number	of	entries		and	the	diversity	of	
artworks	made	by	artists	wishing	to	
express	themselves.			That	the	show	
includes	such	a	wide	range	of	artwork	
really	does	say	it	all.			

To	begin	writing	about	the	show	I	decided	to	see	what	
the	ACLU	had	to	say	about	Art	and	Freedom,	so	I	Googled	

their	website.		I	will	insert	various	artworks	from	the	show	throughout	this	article	trying	to	select	
artwork	that	the	juror	hadn’t	already	recognized	for	awards.		Information	from	the	ACLU	website	
gives	us	an	overview	of	the	arts	in	our	free	society:	
	
“In	the	late	1980s,	state	prosecutors	brought	a	criminal	obscenity	charge	against	the	owner	of	a	
record	store	for	selling	an	album	by	the	rap	group,	2	Live	Crew.	Although	this	was	the	first	time	that	
obscenity	charges	had	ever	been	brought	against	song	lyrics,	the	2	Live	Crew	case	focused	the	
nation's	attention	on	an	old	question:	should	the	government	ever	have	the	authority	to	dictate	to	

its	citizens	what	they	may	or	may	not	listen	to,	read,	or	watch?	

American	society	has	always	been	deeply	ambivalent	about	this	question.	
On	the	one	hand,	our	history	is	filled	with	examples	of	overt	government	
censorship,	from	the	1873	Comstock	Law	to	the	1996	Communications	
Decency	Act.	Anthony	
Comstock,	head	of	the	Society	
for	the	Suppression	of	Vice,	
boasted	194,000	
"questionable	pictures"	and	

134,000	pounds	of	books	of	"improper	character"	were	
destroyed	under	the	Comstock	Law	--	in	the	first	year	
alone.	The	Communications	Decency	Act	imposed	an	
unconstitutional	censorship	scheme	on	the	Internet,	
accurately	described	by	a	federal	judge	as	"the	most	
participatory	form	of	mass	speech	yet	developed."	
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On	the	other	hand,	the	commitment	to	freedom	of	imagination	and	
expression	is	deeply	embedded	in	our	national	psyche,	buttressed	by	
the	First	Amendment,	and	supported	by	a	long	line	of	Supreme	Court	
decisions.	

Provocative	and	controversial	art	and	in-your-face	entertainment	put	
our	commitment	to	free	speech	to	the	test.	Why	
should	we	oppose	censorship	when	scenes	of	
murder	and	mayhem	dominate	the	TV	screen,	
when	works	of	art	can	be	seen	as	a	direct	insult	to	peoples'	religious	beliefs,	
and	when	much	sexually	explicit	material	can	be	seen	as	degrading	to	
women?	Why	not	let	the	majority's	morality	and	taste	dictate	what	others	
can	look	at	or	listen	to?		

The	answer	is	simple,	and	timeless:	a	free	society	
is	based	on	the	principle	that	each	and	every	

individual	has	the	right	to	decide	what	art	or	entertainment	he	or	she	
wants	--	or	does	not	want	--	to	receive	or	create.	Once	you	allow	the	
government	to	censor	someone	else,	you	cede	to	it	the	the	power	to	
censor	you,	or	something	you	like.	Censorship	is	like	poison	gas:	a	
powerful	weapon	that	can	harm	you	when	the	wind	shifts.	

Freedom	of	expression	for	ourselves	requires	freedom	of	expression	for	
others.	It	is	at	the	very	heart	of	our	democracy.”	-	ACLU	

	
Interesting	history	which	makes	
me	more	than	ever	glad	I	live	
here	in	our	free	society.	
	
In	going	a	bit	further,	I	decided	
that	this	quote	from	a	speech	
made	by		John	F.	Kennedy	was	

also	appropriate:	
“If art is to nourish the roots of our culture, society must 
set the artist free to follow his vision wherever it takes 

him. We must never forget that art is not a form of propaganda; it is a form of truth. And as Mr. 
MacLeish once remarked of poets, there is nothing worse for our trade than to be in style. In free 
society art is not a weapon and it does not belong to the spheres of polemic and ideology. Artists 
are not engineers of the soul. It may be different elsewhere. But democratic society--in it, the 
highest duty of the writer, the composer, the artist is to remain true to himself and to let the chips 
fall where they may. In serving his vision of the truth, the artist best serves his nation. And the 
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nation which disdains the mission of art invites the fate of Robert Frost's hired man, the fate of 
having "nothing to look backward to with pride, and nothing to look forward to with hope." 											

		

				

												

																											

						

	

	

-respectfully	submitted	–	Marian	Fortunati	–	CAL	exhibit	chair	
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http://www.josephstoddard.com


http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/07/arts/design/tax-court-ruling-is-seen-as-a-victory-for-artists.html?mwrsm=Facebook&_r=1
http://www.watsonhomestead.com/new-events/2016/4/10/painting-in-encaustic-mixed-media
http://www.ignatovart.com






http://www.sdmaag.org/art-competition/2016-online-international
http://thestudiodoor.com/inside/




Painting water with all its complexities and changing surface can be overwhelming and intimidating. The 
forms are complicated and it can be confusing. This studio workshop class will help all levels of artists to gain 
the basic building blocks needed to paint the ocean, a lake and reflections in water.  
 
Sharon is an expert at painting water and can show you how to paint water using different colors and brush 
strokes. Learn her steps for painting realistic reflections. See how highlights on the water bring life and 
sparkle to your painting. Sharon will show you how to take these valuable lessons to create a complete 
seascape painting.   
 
Demonstration of How to Paint the Ocean – Sharon will demonstrate how to paint a California seascape 
using a variety of tools to make foam, a waves crest and the sparkle on water.  Students will paint their own 
painting with Sharon’s help and instruction. How to Paint Water Reflections – Sharon will show how to paint 
a lake with reflections.  Students will then paint their own version of a lake with Sharon’s help and 
instruction. 

PAINTING WATER ESSENTIALS WORKSHOP 
with Sharon Weaver 
at La Galería Gitana 

When:  Sunday, March 20, 2016  
Time:  10:00am - 4:30pm 

Where: La Galería Gitana 
 120 N Maclay Ave Suite E 
 San Fernando,  CA  91340 

Contact: Angie/Brianne 
 818-898-7708 
Supply list will be sent when you  
register. 

Note:  Payment ensures spot in class.  Space is limited. No 
cancellations 1 week prior to class.  Cancellation fee may 
apply. 

Space is limited.  Sign-up now! 
$175.00 

 Call 818-898-7708 with credit card or 

  www.galeriagitana.com/workshop 
(PayPal link)  or 

 Send a check for $175.00  payable to: 
La Galería Gitana 
120 N Maclay Ave Suite E 
San Fernando, CA  91340 
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